334                                                           LETTER TO COURT
for a great profit and still continues in demand we are of opinion the quantity
sent out annually might be increased.
34.   We believe that a quantity of broad cloth, lead and copper would sell
to advantage at Patna but as the risque of the passage to that tactory is great
and those articles went off at very high rates at our own sales in Calcutta, we
thought it best to dispose of the whole at outcry; but whenever we find the
demand for your imports lessen at this place, we shall immediately send part
of what we receive up to Patna and make the tryal.   We formerly designed
of selling those articles at the marts and aurungs round us under the inspection
of junior servants.
35.   The copper invoiced for battery is variously marked, and though
valued at the same rate in the invoices from Europe, bears very different prices
in Calcutta; we request therefore that the quantities of each particular stamp
may be noted in future in the invoice to facilitate the assorting of it here.
36.   We beg leave in this place to repeat our complaint of the black velvet
which for three or four years past has been entirely rotten.
37.   All kinds of marine stores are wanted for the use of our sloops, which
we desire to be amply supplied, but as the Company have a great stock of large
anchors, we must here repeat what we last year requested, that no anchor
larger than 10 or 11 cwt may be sent to this place till particularly indented for.
Thirdly, of investments
38.   Our business continues to be carried on by gomastahs as has been
practised for some years past, which method we observe with pleasure is so
much approved of by Your Honours.   You may rest assured of our being as
carefull as possible to avoid having more money at the aurungs at one time
than there may be occasion for, nor shall we be wanting in any endeavours to
encourage the merchants to manufacture and bring into our cottah as large a
quantity of ready money goods as we can prevail on them to provide, conform-
able to your orders.   But we apprehend these inconveniences will always arise
from having any considerable quantities of the Company's sortments of cloth
made by the private merchants, that the prices will be enhanced at the aurungs
on account of the multiplicity of purchasers, and the gomastahs employed for
the Company will find it more difficult to compleat their orders unless they take
indifferent goods.
39.   An instance of this kind we have experienced this season, and have
been obliged (on account of the number of gomastahs fixed at the aurungs by
the Dutch, Armenians, and private merchants of this settlement) to permit
our people to advance the weavers a trifle on their former prices and to be less
strict in the prising of their cloth in order to procure the full of your orders.
Our reasons for this step, with the Export Warehouse Keeper, his minute and
letter to the Board on the occasion, Your Honours will find entered at large on
our consultations of the 19 June and 3rd July to which we beg leave to be
referred.  Before the receipt of your commands of this season we had employed
a gomastah to purchase putney at Radnagur and other aurungs in order to make
a tryal of that silk, a small quantity of which will be forwarded on each dE the
Alps this year; this sortmem of silk being the kind which in your orctes is